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FOSSAR DE LES MORERES 
O here is a Catalan saying accord- ing to which, "Every land wages its own war", meaning that 
every nation has its particular character 
and way of going about things, and this 
probably explains the fact that Catalo- 
nia's National Holiday is 1 1 September, 
when a great defeat is commemorated; 
because, in fact, on this day in 17 14 a 
powerful Franco-Spanish army suc- 
ceeded in occupying the city of Barcelo- 
na and went on to abolish the country's 
government and impose one that was 
alien to the political traditions of the 
Catalans. 
T H E  E L E V E N T H  
O F  S E P T E M B E R  
THE ELEVENTH OF SEPTEMBER, CATALONIA'S NATIONAL 
HOLIDAY, IS A DATE THAT TAKES US BACK TO THE LOSS OF 
OUR FREEDOM AS A NATION, BUT IT IS ALSO A DAY FOR 
REFLECTION THAT NOT ONLY KEEPS ALIVE OUR 
CONVICTIONS, BUT L AL SO OUR HOPES FOR FULFILMENT. 
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How can it be, then, that that tragic 
date of 1 1 September 1 7 14 is remem- 
bered each year as the National Hol- 
iday? Quite simple: this event reminds 
the Catalans of the defeat and the en- 
suing military occupation and also re- 
minds us of the political dependence 
that was established in this country, but 
it also marks the heroism of the Cata- 
lans of the time in their defence of the 
freedom of the land and the moment 
when the task of recovering that free- 
dom got under way. 
In short, then, each year the Eleventh of 
September reminds us that, in the face 
of adversity, we must maintain our con- 
victions and hopes, even in the worst 
conditions. 
Catalonia, like any other nation, has a 
history made up of moments of glory 
and others of decline or, quite simply, 
of weakness. Let us look briefly at the 
chief periods in the history of this peo- 
ple born straddling the Pyrenees, that 
grew, on one hand, towards the lands 
of neighbouring Provence, and on the 
other, towards this home of divers cul- 
tures that is the Mediterranean. Let us 
make this rapid survey and we shall 
understand the profound significance of 
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the  Eleventh of September as a 
National Holiday. 
Catalonia recently commemorated the 
one-thousandth anniversary of her 
existence as a country with a national 
identity. During this long history she 
has, so far, been through four stages. 
First of all, from the tenth century until 
well into the fifteenth century, she was 
an independent country whose people 
extended as far as the limits of the pre- 
sent Paisos Catalans, capable of creat- 
ing her political institutions -the Gene- 
ralitat was formed in 1359-, capable of 
developing a language and a culture, 
capable of drawing up important laws 
such as the Usatges and the Consolat de 
Mar and capable of commercial and mi- 
litary enterprises. Secondly, from the 
mid-fifteenth century to the beginning 
of the eighteenth, she was a country in 
decline that continued to be self-gov- 
erning but without generating projects 
-a mark of this period was the banditry 
that was the outward sign of the interior 
struggles between Catalans. The third 
stage started on 1 1 September 17 14, 
which is when Catalonia became a fully 
dependent territory of the King of 
Spain, and lasted until the death of Ge- 
neral Franco in 1975. During this long 
period the Catalans' chief objective was 
the recovery of the freedom lost on that 
tragic date. Finally -for now-, since 
1975 we have been living a fourth stage, 
one of national reconstruction. 
With this glance at Catalonia's histori- 
cal background, it is easy to see that the 
Eleventh of September is of extraordi- 
nary importance. On one hand it is the 
beginning of a period of absolute polit- 
ical dependence for the Catalans, but it 
also represents the refusal to accept de- 
feat and the will to recover the chance 
of governing ourselves and building a 
modern country within our traditional 
European framework. 
At the beginning of the twentieth cen- 
tury, organisations with a clear popular 
and nationalist character, such as the 
Commercial and Industrial Workers 
Centre (Centre de Dependents del Co- 
merc i de la Indústria, CADCI) started 
to organise a series of events and de- 
monstrations on the Eleventh of Sep- 
tember, as a reminder of our lost free- 
dom and our duty of recovering it. 
The custom of commemorating the Ele- 
venth of September quickly spread 
across the country and each year on that 
day demonstrations were held which, 
very often, were repressed. The holi- 
day's most traditional ceremony is un- 
doubtedly the tribute before Barcelo- 
na's monument to Rafael de Casanova, 
who was Conseller en Cap (Head Coun- 
cillor) and the person behind the de- 
fence of Barcelona during the war that 
ended in 17 14. In 1939 the Franco dic- 
tatorship dismantled this monument 
and banned al1 patriotic demonstra- 
tions. Later, with the recovery of civil 
liberties, it was rebuilt and today it is 
once more the centre on which tributes 
by organisations and institutions con- 
verge during the National Holiday. 
The National Holiday is commemo- 
rated throughout the country and gives 
rise to acts of historical remembrance 
and to debates on the problems of Cata- 
lan home-rule today. The heroes of the 
historical events are also honoured in 
their home-towns or wherever they 
stood out for their action, and many 
people hang the flag from windows and 
balconies. It is a date, furthermore, 
which today is characterized by reflec- 
tion on the path travelled in the struggle 
for the fulfilment of self-government 
and the stages that still lie ahead. 
On Catalonia's civic calendar, the Na- 
tional Holiday of the Eleventh of Sep- 
tember is a fitting moment to reaffirm 
the wish expressed by the famous 
knight Manuel Ferrer i Sitges, who, in 
the Junta de Bracos that decided to re- 
sist the Franco-Spanish army, on 5 July 
171 3, made an impassioned speech in 
which it is remembered that he said, 
"May the nation die in glory, because a 
glorious end is more worthy than to 
tolerate extortions and violence the 
Moors did not practise". 
On the Eleventh of September, Catalo- 
nia's National Holiday combines per- 
fectly the historical remembrance and 
the gratitude to those who defended the 
freedom of the land with the conviction 
that we must keep up the struggle to 
consolidate the freedom conquered and 
carry it to fulfilment. • 
